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The Phoenix Indian School

Part of Federal Government’s Assimilation Effort

nce Native Americans
Owere confined to reser-

vations in the 1880s,
the federal government em-
barked on a plan to assimilate
their children into mainstream
American life through educa-
tion. Over 100 boarding
schools were established
throughout the country in the
late 19" century to educate
Native American youths ac-
cording to Euro-American
standards. One such institu-
tion was the United States In-
dustrial Indian School at Phoe-
nix, later known as the Phoe-
nix Indian School.
The Phoenix Indian School
was a coeducational facility for
American Indian primary and
secondary students. The
school temporarily operated
out of the West End Hotel, but
in April 1891 a 160-acre prop-
erty was acquired with money
from both the federal govern-
ment and a group of Phoenix
businessmen, and in June
1892 a main school building
was completed. By 1900, en-
rollment had grown from 42
to 698 students from 23 tribes
in Arizona, New Mexico, Cali-
fornia, Nevada, and Oregon.
The campus had 14 brick and
20 frame buildings, including
a large schoolhouse, a two-
story building containing em-

ployee quarters and a student
dining hall, a large six-room
shop for vocational training,
several dormitories, a water
and sewer system, a bath-
house, and a boiler house.
There were also 240 acres of
fields, where hay and garden
crops (turnips, cabbages, to-
matoes, and melons) were cul-
tivated. Horses, mules, cattle,
pigs, ducks, turkeys, and

chickens were raised to con-
tribute to the vocational edu-
cation of the students and the
school’s self-sufficiency.

Federal educational
policymakers at the turn of
the century hoped that an
American identity would come
to dominate and eventually
replace the pupils’ Indian
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WG BAR G LOUNGE

“Your Neighborhood Tavern” Open Since 1961!
Hours: 6am To Close Mon-Sat ¢ Sunday 10am To Close

JOIN US FOR THE SUPER BOWL!

KARAOKE

Wednesday: Linda Rae 8:00-11:00
Thursday: Carlota & Bob 7:30-11:30
Fri and Sat: Ed & Peta are Back!!! 8:30-12:30

Drink Specials!

TUESDAY NITE
BLIND DRAW
DARTTOURNAMENT

THURSDAY GOLF
Open Golf
Shotgun Start 8:30AM
Sign Up
no later than Wednesday

Every Day! All Day Long!
$1.75 Draft Beer
$2.75 Domestic Bottles
$3.50 Sm. Pitcher
6.75 Lg. Pitcher

5324 E. Main St., Mesa
(480) 985-4381

Join the FUN at The HAPPY HOUR

Mon-Fri 2pm-6pm

HAPPY HOUR
FOOD SPECIALS
Mon - Fri 4-6pm

NEW MENU!!!

LOUNGE e GOLD CANYON
Join Us For Our

SUPER BOWL
POT LUCK! =7

Feb. 7
FOOD ¢ FUN ¢ DRINK SPECIALS
5 QOpen Mic

Jam Session

With Cherokee Jack
Fridays at 8:30pm

IN BEAUTIFUL GOLD CANYON!

OPEN DAILY AT 2pm! 8333 E. Sunrise Sky Drive
Best Western Gold Canyon, Arizona

Gold Canyon Inn & Suites 480-982-0637




