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Story and Photos
By Ralph Henderson

ollowing a week of
record rain and cold
temperatures, Firebird
Raceway’s annual

NAPA Auto Parts National

NHRA Time Trials, test &
tune session brought many of
drag racing’s top fuel teams to
the Valley for the annual start
of the NHRA drag racing
series.

Billed as a fan friendly
event, this year was no
exception, in spite of cool
temperatures on Saturday,
race teams provided fans with
even more access than past
years to the drivers and garage
area where crowd
favorites like funny car racing
legend John Force along with

Ashley Force Hood and
Robert Hight, last year’s funny
car champion, spent much of
their time entertaining the
crowd with autographs and
photo opportunities while
their crews worked in full view
of the crowds.

For those expecting to
see Kenny Bernstein’s big red
Budweiser top fuel dragster,
it took a little getting used to
not seeing the familiar red
dragster in the garage or on
the track, being replaced by a
new bright blue dragster
sponsored by Copart. Proving
the team hasn’t lost anything
with the sponsorship change,
Brandon Bernstein posted the
fasted time of the weekend
with his run down the 1000-
foot track on Sunday in 3.873
or 316 mph. Doug Foley
followed closely with a 3.943.

Troy Buff in the Bill
Miller Engineering/Okuma
dragster provided some
fireworks for the crowd
during his second test run of
the day as his top fuel dragster
burst into flames. Safety crews
were able to extinguish the
flames and no one was injured
in the incident.

John Force Racing as

John Force Racing
Dominates NHRA

Time Trials at Firebird

Falcon’s Roost

Open 7:00 am
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

Specials Every Day!
(New All Around Menu)

Happy Hour
2 pm - 6 pm

All Week Long
$2.50 Domestic Beer

$2.50 Well Drinks

SATURDAY

Ladies Nite

Karaoke
WEDNESDAY
 8 pm - Close

SATURDAY
9 pm - Close

(Under New Ownership)

4731 E. Falcon Dr., Mesa• 480-924-1330
(McKellips between Higley and Greenfield, North on Falcon Dr.)

Midwestern Corn Fed Beef Served! $2.00 Specials

THURSDAY  8-12am

Open Mike Nite/

Karaoke

Welcome Back

Winter Visitors!

BIGGEST
WINGS
In Town!

2lb. Dozen!

Best Price!

Tue-Fri, Feb 23-26, New Mexico, White
Sands Natl Monument, White Sands

Museum, Carlsbad Caverns. $358 pp dbl

Sat, Feb 6, Glendale “Chocolate Affaire.” An
opportunity to splurge and enjoy the  taste of

your favorite chocolate delights. $25 pp

Wed, Feb 10, Algodones, MX- Spend time
enjoying Mexican culture, great shopping &

cuisine. $42 pp

Thu, Feb 11, Tubac Festival of Arts-The longest
running event of its kind in the south-west. It

showcases the work of hundreds of artists, craft
persons and musicians. A great way to spend

the day. $39 pp

Tue-Thu, Feb 16-19, Rocky Point, MX. Four
days of great fun and relaxation. A nice break!

$349 pp dbl

Fri, Feb 26, Tombstone, AZ “A Town Too Tough
To Die.” Enjoy a fascinating day experiencing

some great 1880 western heritage.
 $88 pp

2010 CRUISES:

Mar 22-Apr 6, 15-Day GRAND PANAMA CANAL CRUISE  Coral Princess, Ft. Lauderdale to Los
Angeles. Includes 15-day cruise, port taxes, gov fees, transfers, airfare and all meals and

entertainment aboard ship. Air/Cruise price from $2950 pp

May 8-15, 2010, 7-Day WINE COUNTRY COASTAL CRUISE  Sapphire Princess Los Angeles
to Vancouver with stops in Santa Barbara, San Francisco, Astoria, Seattle and Victoria. Air/

Cruise price from $1395 pp

Aug 21-Sept 3, 2010, 12-Day BRITISH ISLES CRUISE…Crown Princess, Sailing round trip
from London featuring England, Ireland, Scotland, and France. Prices include 12-day

cruise, airfare, port tax, transfers, gov fees and all meals and entertainment aboard ship.
Air/Cruise price from $3650 pp

Wed-Thu, Mar 31-Apr 2, Palm Springs Follies-
”Let The Good Times Roll.” A great time in a

lovely city. Enjoy the show featuring Mary
Wilson (Supreme’s), Wind Mill Tour, Valley

Tour including celebrity homes and
Villagefest. $389 pp dbl

Wed, Mar 3, Phoenix City Tour- A great
opportunity to see many of the Valley’s points

of interest and learn the history. Tour the
State Capital Museum. Enjoy Old Town

Scottsdale on your own. $29 pp

Thu, Mar 4, Palo Verde Nuclear Generating
Station-Tour the largest nuclear generating

station in the United States. $28 pp

Thu, Mar 4, Kartchner Caverns-Make your
own thrilling discovery and enjoy the
underground beauty of the caverns.

We will tour the Rotunda Room.
An Arizona must-see attraction!

$85 pp

Tue-Thu, Mar 9-11, Canyon De Chelly &
Monument Valley, Breathtaking views and

western adventure. $319 pp dbl

Thu Mar 11 Sedona-Bold, Beautiful, Charming
Red Rock Country. Enjoy a guided trolley tour,
visit to Tlaquepaque Village, and drive through

scenic Oak Creek Canyon. $50 pp

Tue-Thu, Mar 9-11, Rocky Point, Mexico
-Great relaxation and Fun. Enjoy the beach,

fantastic shopping and super
Mexican cuisine.

$269 pp dbl

Tue Mar 16 Algodones, Mexico- Spend the day
enjoying Mexican culture and great shopping.

$42 pp

Wed Apr 14 Algodones, Mexico- Spend the day
enjoying Mexican culture and great shopping.

$42 pp

KEGS
Domestic & Imports

COLD BEER

SPECIALS

We Have

Sub Sandwiches!

We Have Machines, Tubes, Papers, Loose

Tobacco, Hookahs & Premium Pipes,

Cigars, Flavored Tobacco Too!!

ROLL YOUR OWN!

480-986-6589

Registry, Viruses, Upgrades, Build Systems

Whatever Problems You Are Encountering, G & S Will Be

Right There With You To Troubleshoot And Diagnose

G & S COMPUTER REPAIR

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

“WE COME TO YOU”

480-288-9598

$19.95 Service Call

www.gandscomputerrepair.com everyone expected, dominated
the weekend funny car racing
with John Force himself
posting a 4.109, 308.50 mph
followed by Tim Wilkerson
4.178, 277.32 mph and Bob
Taska 4.188, 277.15 mph.

Drag racing returns
again to Firebird Raceway on
February 19-21 when the top
drivers and teams of the
NHRA will be at the famous
track for the Arizona
Nationals. As one fan put it,
“When that 8000 horsepower
goes by, it just gives you goose
bumps.” For you winter

visitors not used to the
area, Firebird Raceway is
located on I-10 just south of
the 202 at the Gila River
Indian Community next to
Wild Horse Pass and
Rawhide.

F

Brandon Bernstein runs

the fastest time of the

weekend, 316.08 mph.

Race fan Steve Kimbel

gets a John Force

autograph.

I contend that for a nation to try to tax

itself into prosperity is like a man

standing in a bucket and trying to lift

himself up by the handle.
— Winston Churchill


