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Phoenix Indian School

School
(From Page 9)

shops on campus (wagon
making, shoemaking, harness
making, blacksmithing,
carpentry, tin working,
cabinetmaking), as well as in
the school’s bakery and on its
farm, which included a dairy.
The education of girls focused
on training for the household
(sewing, cooking, and
laundry). The girls worked
with the school’s doctor in
providing care in the campus
hospital and later in a
tuberculosis sanitarium a mile
from campus. For girls, caring
for one’s doll (baby) was a way
of introducing socialization
skills and gender-role
identification at an early age.

Phoenix Indian School
pupils were required to attend
Sunday school and services
off campus and to perform
church-related  service.
Students who did not attend
church were punished. In
1934, religious freedom was
established and compulsory
attendance of religious
services was eliminated.
However, punishment for not
attending church continued
through the 1960s. It was
possible for the students to
covertly practice many Native
American religious behaviors,
such as making prayers of
thanks or performing
purification rituals. One
student recalled that on
Saturdays and evenings boys
sometimes sneaked off campus
to a grove of cottonwoods to
covertly practice Indian dances.

As the government built
more reservation schools, the
value of Phoenix Indian School
land became greater than the
benefits of running the school.
An act of Congress, signed by
President Reagan in

November 1988, closed the
school and passed its
administration from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs to
the National Park Service.
Part of the school’s property
was transferred to Barron-
Collier Companies, a Florida
land developer, in return for

108,000 acres of land it
owned, which was added to
Big Cypress National
Preserve and Panther
National Wildlife Reserve in
Florida. Barron-Collier also
established a $35 million trust
fund for the education of
Indian children in Arizona.
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