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The crater came to the
attention of scientists
following its discovery by
European settlers in the 19th
century. It was dubbed the
Canyon Diablo crater, after
Canyon Diablo,
Arizona, the closest
community to the
crater in the late
1800s, about 12 miles
northwest of the
crater. It was
originally thought that
the crater was caused
by volcanic forces.
This was not an
u n r e a s o n a b l e
assumption, as the San
Francisco volcanic
field lies only about
40 miles to the west.

In 1891 Grove
Karl Gilbert, chief geologist
for the U.S. Geological
Survey, investigated the crater
and concluded that it was the
result of a volcanic steam
explosion. Gilbert had
assumed that if it were an
impact crater then the volume
of the crater, as well as
meteoritic material, should be
present on the rim. Gilbert

also assumed a large portion
of the meteorite should be
buried in the crater and that
this would generate a large
magnetic anomaly. Gilbert’s
calculations showed that the
volume of the crater and the
debris on the rim were
roughly equivalent, so that
the mass of the hypothetical

meteorite was missing.
Further there were no
magnetic anomalies. Gilbert
argued that the meteorite
fragments found on the rim
were coincidental.

In 1903, mining engineer
and businessman Daniel M.
Barringer suggested that the
crater had been produced by
the impact of a large iron-

metallic meteorite.
Barringer’s company, the
Standard Iron Company,
received a patent signed by
Theodore Roosevelt for
640 acres around the center
of the crater in 1903. In 1906
Roosevelt authorized the
establishment of a newly
named Meteor, Arizona, post

office (the closest post
off ice before was
30 miles away in
Winslow).

Standard Iron
Company conducted
research on the
crater’s origins
between 1903 and
1905. It concluded that
the crater had indeed
been caused by an
impact. Barringer’s
arguments were met
with skepticism, as
there was a reluctance
at the time to consider

the role of meteorites in
terrestrial geology. He
persisted and sought to bolster
his theory by locating the
remains of the meteorite.
Barringer, who in 1894 was
one of the investors who made
$15 million in the
Commonwealth silver mine at

2010 CRUISES:

Mar 22-Apr 6, 15-Day GRAND PANAMA CANAL CRUISE  Coral Princess, Ft.
Lauderdale to Los Angeles. Includes 15-day cruise, port taxes, gov fees,

transfers, airfare and all meals and entertainment aboard ship.
Air/Cruise price from $2950 pp

May 8-15, 2010, 7-Day WINE COUNTRY COASTAL CRUISE  Sapphire Princess
Los Angeles to Vancouver with stops in Santa Barbara, San Francisco,

Astoria, Seattle and Victoria. Air/Cruise price from $1395 pp

Aug 21-Sept 3, 2010, 12-Day BRITISH ISLES CRUISE…Crown Princess,
Sailing round trip from London featuring England, Ireland, Scotland, and

France. Prices include 12-day cruise, airfare, port tax, transfers, gov fees and
all meals and entertainment aboard ship. Air/Cruise price from $3650 pp

Wed-Thu, Mar 31-Apr 2, Palm Springs
Follies-”Let The Good Times Roll.” A
great time in a lovely city. Enjoy the

show featuring Mary Wilson
(Supreme’s), Wind Mill Tour, Valley
Tour including celebrity homes and

Villagefest. $389 pp dbl

Wed, Mar 3, Phoenix City Tour
 A great opportunity to see many of
the Valley’s points of interest and
learn the history. Tour the State
Capital Museum. Enjoy Old Town
Scottsdale on your own. $29 pp

Thu, Mar 4, Palo Verde Nuclear
Generating Station

Tour the largest nuclear generating
station in the United States. $28 pp

Thu, Mar 4, Kartchner Caverns-
Make your own thrilling discovery

and enjoy the underground beauty of
the caverns. We will tour the

Rotunda Room. An Arizona must-see
attraction! $85 pp

Tue-Thu, Mar 9-11, Canyon De Chelly &
Monument Valley, Breathtaking views
and western adventure. $319 pp dbl

Thu Mar 11 Sedona-Bold, Beautiful,
Charming Red Rock Country. Enjoy a

guided trolley tour, visit to Tlaquepaque
Village, and drive through scenic Oak

Creek Canyon. $50 pp

Tue-Thu, Mar 9-11, Rocky Point,
Mexico-Great relaxation and Fun.

Enjoy the beach, fantastic shopping
and super Mexican cuisine.

$269 pp dbl
Tue Mar 16 Algodones, Mexico- Spend
the day enjoying Mexican culture and

great shopping. $42 pp

Wed Apr 14 Algodones, Mexico- Spend
the day enjoying Mexican culture and

great shopping. $42 pp

2011Tournament of Roses Parade
Dec 30-Jan 1, 2011

Reservations are now being excepted for this spectacular event.

Only 25 Minutes From The East Valley!

Highway 79 & Hunt Highway, Florence, AZ

On the Banks of the Mighty Gila River!

 520-868-3131

RIVER BOTTOM
SALOON

MONDAY - Free Pool All Day & Night

TUESDAY - WING DAY! Bring your

friends! Second Basket 50%OFF! 2-4PM

WEDNESDAY - Reverse Happy Hour

10PM-Close

THURSDAY - Ladies Night, 6PM - Close

FRIDAY - Karaoke by WANNASING 9PM

SATURDAY - “Saturday Night Fever”

Dance Music & Karaoke by

WANNASING 9PM

SUNDAY - Wear your River Bottom

Shirt and Get Happy Hour Prices 3-6PM

WORLD FAMOUS

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE!

ST.PATRICK’S DAY - MARCH 17

FEATURING GREEN BEER,

DRINK SPECIALS, PRIZES

DRESS FOR THE OCCASION IN GREEN!

PRIZE FOR BEST COSTUME!

Frontier

Locally Owned & Operated by The Kabat Family

Benjamin Moore Paint

Special Order Services

725 W. Apache Trail #3B, Apache Jct, AZ

Ph. 480.983.9223
M-Sat. 7am to 6pm / Sun. 8am to 4pm

Ace Paints Custom Colors •

Drip System Supplies •

Keys Made • Electrical •

Locks Re-Keyed •

Lawn & Garden •

Evap Cooler Supplies •

Housewares •

Screens Made & Repaired •

Hand & Power Tools •

Glass Cut To Size •

Delivery Available •$5.00 Off
Any Gallon of

Paint
TN

Do it 
your

self

CARS,TRUCKS

& RV’S

SERVICE &

REPAIR

2220 S. Idaho Rd. • Apache Junction, AZ (480) 983-7008

We service diesel engines.
Check engine light on? Free scan with this ad!

•••

The one thing that unites all human beings,
regardless of age, gender, religion, economic

status or ethnic background, is that, deep
down inside, we ALL believe that we are

above average drivers.
-Dave Barry

February 12, 1885
The Sundance, Wyoming,
newspaper reports that it is
“so cold chickens are
standing on one leg.”

February 13, 1885
An avalanche on Friday the
13th kills 16 at Alva, Utah.
Another 13 remain buried
for 12 hours before being
rescued.

February 21, 1885
Montana reports that it
paid bounties for the
following animals in 1884:
5,410 wolves, 1,621

coyotes, 547 bears, and 143
mountain lions.

February 23, 1885
Congress passes a law
prohibiting the unauthorized
fencing with barbed wire of
public lands in the West.

Also in February 1885
•One hundred and eighteen
Nez Perces, imprisoned at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
since 1877, are allowed to
go  to  a  reser vat ion in
Idaho. Chief Joseph and
150 of his followers are
considered dangerous and

exiled to Washington’s
Colv i l le  Reser vat ion.
Each of Chief Joseph’s
requests  to  re turn to
Idaho’s Wallowa Valley is
turned down.

•The German born
entrepreneur Count James
Pourtales returns to
Colorado Springs, where he
has fallen in love with his
cousin, Countess Berthe de
Pourtales, whose marriage
is ending badly. He buys a
half interest in William
Wilcox’s Broadmoor Dairy
Farm for $25,000.

125 Years Ago in the Old West

Meteor Crater

One of the meteorites

found at Meteor Crater.

(See Crater on Page 12)
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