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The site of countless good times for many, the popular
iconic Apache Junction night spot Arizona Joe’s has sadly
closed its doors.

Ralph, David, Linda and all the staff at the Territorial
News would like to wish Tina Lovelady and Joe Vincent all
the best in their new endeavors. They have both been long
time friends, great supporters of the Apache
Junction community and the Territorial News since they
opened in 1995. Providing great food, live music, and great
times for the past 16 years, Arizona Joe’s has been the site
of many local civic events, charity fundraisers, and the
meeting place for many local clubs over the years.

For those looking to enjoy the same great
hospitality, food, and live entertainment that Tina and Joe
have provided over the years, they will each be offering up
their same brand of good service, good food, good times
and good music as they move separately up the road. Tina’s
at the Hitching Post, and Joe can be found managing Filly’s.
Both establishments are located on north Hwy 88 on the
road to Canyon Lake.

Crater
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Pearce, in Cochise County,
Arizona, had ambitious plans
for the iron ore. He estimated
from the size of the crater that
the meteorite had a mass of 100
million tons—the current
estimate is about 300,000 tons.
Iron ore of the type found at
the crater was valued at the time
at $125/ton so Barringer
believed he was searching for
lode worth more than a billion
1903 dollars. Impact physics
was poorly understood at the
time and Barringer was unaware
that most of the meteorite
vaporized on impact. He spent
27 years trying to locate the
meteoric iron, and drilled to a
depth of 1,376 feet, but no
significant deposit was ever
found.

Although many
geologists remained skeptical
of the crater’s meteoritic

origins as recently as the
1950s, the concept became
more acceptable as planetary
science gained in maturity.
Professor Herman Leroy
Fairchild, an early promoter
of impact cratering, argued
Barringer’s case in an article
in Science in 1930

It was not until 1960 that
later research by Eugene
Shoemaker would confirm
Barringer’s hypothesis. The
key discovery was the
presence in the crater of the
mineral stishovite, a rare form
of silica found only where
quartz-bearing rocks have
been severely shocked by an
instantaneous overpressure. It
cannot be created by volcanic
action; the only known
mechanism of creating it is
through an impact event (or
artificially through a nuclear
explosion).

Shoemaker’s discovery is
considered the first definitive
proof of an extraterrestrial

impact on the Earth’s surface.
Since then, numerous impact
craters have been identified
around the world, though
Meteor Crater remains one of
the most visually impressive
due to its size, young age and
lack of vegetation cover. One
of the interesting features of
the crater is its squared-off
outline, believed to be caused
by pre-existing cracks in the
ground at the impact site.

Meteor Crater is today
a popular tourist attraction
privately owned by the
Barringer family. Despite its
importance as a geological
site, the crater is not protected
as a national monument, a
status that would require
federal ownership. It was
designated a National Natural
Landmark in November 1967.

The crater continues to
be a focus for scientif ic
research. During the 1960s,
NASA astronauts trained in
the crater to prepare for the
Apollo missions to the Moon.
On August 8, 1964, a pair of
commercial pilots in a Cessna
150 flew into the crater for a
closer look, but were unable
to climb out due to
downdrafts. They ended up
circling the interior until their
fuel was exhausted and crash-
landed. They survived their
ordeal and a small portion of
the wreckage not removed
from the crash site remains
visible to this day. The crater
was also used as a location for
the 1984 film Starman.

The Meteor Crater
Visitor Center on the north
rim features interactive
exhibits and displays about
meteorites and asteroids,
space, the solar system and
comets, and includes a movie
theater, a gift shop, and
observation areas with views
inside the rim of the crater. It
also features the American
Astronaut Wall of Fame, and
such artifacts on display as an
Apollo program test space
capsule, a 1,406 pound
meteorite found in the area,
and meteorite specimens from
Meteor Crater that can be
touched. Guided tours of the
rim are offered daily.

1734 E. Main St., Mesa, AZ • 480-833-1950
On Main St., 3 blocks W. of Gilbert Rd., North side • www.myspace.com/smokeysbarandgrill

Things are
heating up

at
Smokey’s!

HAPPY HOUR  Mon - Sat 11am-6pm  $2.50 Well, Dom Bottles & Dom Drafts

SUNDAY: BLUES JAM 5:30 • MONDAY: OPEN MIKE 8:00

TUESDAY: TREY & CARISA OPEN MIKE 9:00 • WEDNESDAY:

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIKE 7:00 • THURSDAY: COVER BANDS BIKE

NITE • FRIDAY: STRANGELAND 9:00 • SATURDAY: LIVE BANDS

THE ONLY BAR COMMITED TO LIVE MUSIC 7 DAYS A WEEK!

NEVER A

COVER

CHARGE!

Iconic AJ Night Spot Closes

Meteor Crater

The cutest little old

fashioned country store

with a cafe specializing

in catfish, cod and ribs.

Owners

Todd and Tysa From Former

Fishin’ Hole and Lynda and

Joe From Rollin’ Catfish

110 N. Main Street, Florence

520-509-6511

 michaelgeneralstore@cox.net

BEST CATFISH AND

COD IN AZ!

Mon-Thurs: 7am-5pm

Fri-Sat: 7am-8pm

Closed Sundays

Breakfast Served

Mon-Fri 7am-11am

Sat 7am-Noon

We Now Make Balloon Bouquets!

 1/2 Rack Ribs
Beans & Cole Slaw

$10.00

SPECIAL

HAPPY HOUR

2-6 Mon-Fri Patio & Bar

Tuesdays
Pete Byam 5pm-8pm

Dinner Specials
Karaoke 8:30pm-12:30am
Wednesdays

Brandt Hopkins & Kerry 5pm-8pm
Dinner Specials

Jeff Stevens Jam Band 8pm-Midnight
Thursdays

Big Town - Classic Rock

480-982-5726
945 E. Scenic Drive �  Apache Junction, AZ

--ENTERTAINMENT--

Friday
Best Fish in Town

Cod & Walleye Specials
Live Country Band 9pm-1am

Saturday
All You Can Eat Ribs

Judy Ann and the Guys
1pm-5pm

Lunch Specials
Live Country Band 9pm-1am

--THE BAR--

Free Happy Hour Food 3-6pm
$2.50 Longnecks (Dom) $2 Wells

WELCOME RODEO FANS!
SATURDAY & SUNDAY AFTERNOON

WITH JUDY ANNE AND THE GUYS 1-5pm

$1.00 DRAFTS

FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
ALL YOU CAN EAT COD FILET

$9.95
RIB DINNER 1/3 Rack

WITH BAKED POTATO/SALAD

$7.95

Every Wednesday 5-8pm
BRANDT HOPKINS & KERRY

FOOD SPECIALS

Cod Basket $6.95

Liver & Onions $6.95

Baby Back Rib Basket $7.95

Sunday - Steak Night at Skies
Judy Anne and the Guys 1pm-5pm

Jam Night with Ross and the Guys 7:30pm-11:30pm

FELDKRAFT
LOCK & SAFE

1934 East Kent Avenue • Chandler, Arizona  85225

(602) 803-5334 • Sachsen780@aol.com

Quality Craftsmanship since 1993

Offering free advice and scheduled service for residential & commercial lock instal-

lation/repair throughout the southeast Valley of the Sun to Apache Junction/Gold

Canyon where the horizon meets the blue sky, and further yonder into the territorial

expanse of Casa Grande, Coolidge and Florence. Handling well-built locks and

related products designed, manufactured and sent from California,

Nevada, Wisconsin, Michigan, and upstate New York.

Recommending fire- and burglar-resistant safes made by

California-based American Security Products (AMSEC)

and Gardall Safe Corporation, Syracuse, NY.

Please Call:

Steve Feld @ (602) 803-5334
Arizona resident since December 1985 from Illinois

If it’s true that we are here to help
others, then what exactly are the

OTHERS here for?

W


