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Russia Established Fort
in California in 1812

riches of the Far West, Russians

establish Fort Ross on the coast
north of San Francisco, on February
1, 1812.

As a growing empire with a long
Pacific coastline, Russia was in many
ways well positioned to play a leading
role in the settlement and
development of the

S taking a tenuous claim to the

established Fort Ross on the coast
north of San Francisco.

Fort Ross, though, proved unable
to fulfill either of its expected functions
for very long. By the 1820s, the once
plentiful sea otters in the region had been
hunted almost to extinction. Likewise,
the colonists’ attempts at farming proved
disappointing, because the cool foggy
summers along the

West. The Russians
had begun their
expansion into the
North American
continent in 1741
with a massive
scientific expedition
to Alaska.
Returning with news
of abundant sea

coast made it difficult
to grow the desired
fruits and grains.
Potatoes thrived, but
they could be grown
just as easily in
Alaska.

At the same
time, the Russians
were increasingly

otters, the explorers
inspired Russian
investment in the
Alaskan fur trade and some permanent
settlement. By the early 19th century,
the semi-governmental Russian-
American Company was actively
competing with British and American
furtrading interests as far south as the
shores of Spanish-controlled California.

Russia’s Alaskan colonists found
it difficult to produce their own food
because of the short growing season
of the far north. Officials of the
Russian-American Company reasoned
that a permanent settlement along the
more temperate shores of California
could serve both as a source of food
and a base for exploiting the abundant
sea otters in the region. To that end, a
large party of Russians and Aleuts
sailed for California where they

Old Russian Church, Fort Ross,
before the 1906 earthquake.

coming into conflict
with the Mexicans
and the growing
numbers of Americans settling in the
region. Disappointed with the
commercial potential of the Fort Ross
settlement and realizing they had no
realistic chance of making a political
claim for the region, the Russians
decided to sell out. After making
unsuccessful attempts to interest both
the British and Mexicans in the fort,
the Russians finally found a buyer in
John Sutter. An American emigrant to
California, Sutter bought Fort Ross
in 1841 with an unsecured note for
$30,000 that he never paid. He
cannibalized the fort to provide
supplies for his colony in the
Sacramento Valley where, seven years
later, a chance discovery ignited the
California Gold Rush.

Arizona
Dams

Territorial Crossword

Answers in March 10 issue.

n August 26, 1873,
OTiburcio Vasquez and his

gang arrived in Tres
Pinos, California, intending to
rob Snyders’s General Store.
Vasquez waited outside with the
horses while gang members
filled sacks with money. When
a resident approached, Vasquez
shot him dead. Two frightened

The Tres Pinos Massacre

teamsters tried to leave the
scene, and Vasquez shot one of
them. A boardinghouse owner
also tried to flee; Vasquez shot
him as well. Inside Snyder’s, a
young boy was clubbed.

The governor of California
set a reward of $1,000 for Vasquez
dead or alive. A posse caught up
with Vasquez on May 14, 1874.

The Siskiyou Trail

Trail
(From Page 10)

stagecoach travel for the length of the
Siskiyou Trail.

The first telegraph line connected
early towns along the trail in 1864.
Development accelerated with the
arrival of the Central Pacific Railroad
track, completed in 1887, which
followed the path of the Siskiyou Trail.

The historic route of the Siskiyou
Trail extended from the Columbia
District headquarters of the Hudson’s
Bay Company, at Fort Vancouver in
southern Washington, to the San
Francisco Bay Area. The trail used the
valleys of the Willamette, Umpqua,
Rogue, Klamath, Shasta, and
Sacramento Rivers to make the
connection between Oregon and
California, and to traverse the rugged
mountains of Northern California and
Southern Oregon. The trail crested at
the Siskiyou Summit (elevation
4,310 ft) just north of the Oregon-
California border, and went past or
near landmarks such as Mount Shasta,
Upper Soda Springs, Castle Crags, and
Sutter Buttes.

Between 1869 and 1887 the
Oregon & California Railroad
Company built a railroad along this

route, crossing Siskiyou Summit in
1887. In the mid-1910s, the pioneering
Pacific Highway, later numbered as
U.S. Highway 99, provided the first
easy automobile access along the path
of the trail. Interstate 5 was built in
the 1960s along the route of the
original 1820s Siskiyou Trail.
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A/C SERVICE

A/C &
HEAT

LAND FOR
SALE
1.21 acres & 1.39
acres, 339th Ave &
Forest Grove, aprox

10 min south of I-10 H
(Tonapah area). SerVIce
shared well, clecric - & Repair
near by, Residential

area. Call Don

641-750-5435  agn 305 age()

TICKETS
*Not a licensed contractor
Cubs Spring Training
. Tickets | BUSINESS CARDS
great seats along :
the 3rd Base Line. B&W Special
500 cards, $22.50
Hurry! These go fast!
Call Debbie GBI
480-830-6201 (480) 982-6654

Business & Services

YES! And even more in this high paying home business. This is a
TIME-LIMITED offer for men or women of all ages. Be the first
to get in on a revolutionary new method to dry-clean

carpets and upholstery It's a groundbreaking

system that renders other cleaning methods

obsolete. You can work your own hours from, exciting Info
Jyour home or apartment. The company
supplies everything needed to make money
GET ALL THE FACTS IN A FREE
16-PAGE REPORT:
DRY TECH, Attn: Eric Levine, Promo #

8920 Quartz Ave.
Northridge, CA 91324  CL30798

Hidden Valley ’

Livery & Stables
Maricopa, AZ
Boarding, Lessons,

Trailrides, etc. )
602-510-0163 Steve
www.hiddenvalleystables.biz

(NO, WE DON'T RENT CHICKENS!)

y
g(ﬂ/ AA/WNINGS &

CONSTRUCTION CO.

Patio Covers & Carports - Window Awnings
Sunscreens & Screen Rooms - Roofing - All Kinds
Sheds & Decks - Room Additions

480-986-1606

Statewide
1-800-986-1606
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YOUR AD
HERE!

Call for more info!
480-522-7728
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