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The Infamous

Northfield Raid
The Destruction of the James-Younger Gang

n September 7, 1876,
the James-Younger
Gang arrived in

Northf ield, Minnesota
intending to do a little
banking. Little did they know
it would be the last hurrah for
the gang, with most of the
outlaws killed or captured and
Frank and Jessie James on the
run.

In 1876 Minnesota’s new
settlers and immigrant
farmers were building their
communities into prosperous
towns. With the pioneer life
rapidly becoming a thing of
the past, newspapers, dime
novels and cheap fiction of
the day dramatized scandal
and violence. Tales of bank
robberies and stagecoach
holdups found a wide
readership.

The city of Northfield in
1876 was a small, respectable,
southern Minnesota

community with a population
of 2,000. It also proved to
contain a surprising number
of ordinary citizens who
would defend their town and
catch the infamous James-
Younger Gang off guard
when the outlaws attempted to
raid the First National Bank.

Late in August of 1876,
Jesse and Frank James, the
three Younger brothers, Clell
Miller, Charlie Pitts and
William Stiles headed for
Minnesota, some 370 miles
from their home in Clay
County, Missouri. The trip
took them farther north than
they had ever ventured before.
It is said that the idea for the
trip had come from Stiles, a
Minnesota native, who
described his home state’s
banks with great enthusiasm.

After arriving in
Minnesota, the gang divided
into scouting parties, passing

themselves off as railroad
surveyors, land speculators,
and stockmen. Looking for
possible sites to execute their
plans, they considered banks
in Minneapolis, Red Wing, St.
Peter, and St. Paul as well as
Madelia, Mankato, Lake
Crystal, St. James, Garden
City, and Northfield.

On Monday, September
4, the gang rode into Mankato,
their first choice of attack. The

group, wearing long linen
dusters to hide their weapons,
attracted attention from some
bystanders, apparently
because of the exceptional
horses they were riding. The
gang decided to try a different
town and moved northeast
toward their second choice,
the bank in Northfield. On the
eve of the raid, Wednesday,

The First National Bank of Northfield, Minnesota

O

n December 17, 1889,
Rose Mary Echo
Silver Dollar Tabor

was born to Denver silver
millionaire H.A.W. Tabor and
his famous wife, Baby Doe.
The Tabors, owners of
Leadville’s Matchless Mine,
were one of Colorado’s
wealthiest families of the time.

The infant’s mother,
Elizabeth Doe, had come west
from Wisconsin with her
husband, Harvey, in 1877. The
pair hoped to make a fortune
in the booming gold and silver
mines of Colorado. Harvey
Doe proved to be an inept and
lazy miner, though, so
Elizabeth divorced him and
moved to the mining town of
Leadville in 1881, where she
performed on the stage and
was nicknamed “Baby Doe” by

admiring miners. During a
chance encounter, Baby Doe
won the affections of Horace
Tabor, an emigrant from
Vermont who made millions in
the silver mines. Although

Tabor was a married man, he
moved Baby Doe into an
elegant hotel in Denver and
began a not-so-secret affair
that scandalized the Colorado
gentry. Ignoring the wagging
tongues, Tabor divorced his
wife and married the beautiful
Baby Doe, who was nearly a
quarter-century younger than
he.

Young Silver Dollar’s
f irst years were spent in
extraordinary opulence, from
diamond-studded diaper pins
to the one hundred peacocks
on the mansion grounds.
Tabor’s personal worth was
estimated as high as $100
million dollars in 1893, but the
new baby’s silver spoon was
about to be ripped away.

Silver Dollar in the lap

of luxury

O
uke Short was a
gunfighter, gambler
and bar owner who

had drifted down to Fort
Worth, Texas, from Dodge
City, Kansas. While in Dodge
City, Short had dabbled in
gambling, and became friends
with several other noted Old
West figures such as Bat
Masterson, Jim Masterson
and Wyatt Earp, who had also
become friends with Jim
Courtright.

Courtright was at
various times was a jailer,
deputy sheriff, deputy U.S.
Marshal, hired killer, private
detective and racketeer. In
February 1887, he was the
marshal of Fort Worth with

a reputation as being fast
with a gun.

Some claim that
Marshal Courtright was
running a protection racket
at the time, and needed to
make an example of Short,
who owned a saloon called
the White Elephant, and who
also had a sizable reputation
as a gunfighter mostly due to
an 1881 gunfight with a
gunslinger named Charlie
Storms, at the Oriental
Saloon in Tombstone,
Arizona. Most historians
tend to support the claims
that Courtright had
previously offered his
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