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Gunfight

(From Page 1)

“protection” to the White
Elephant, and that Short
informed him that he didn’t
need his protection.
Whatever the case, the two
men did not get along.

On February 8, 1887,
at about 8:00 p.m.,
Cour tright called Luke
Short out of the White
Elephant. Courtright

reportedly had been
drinking. Some words were
passed and the two men
walked down the street

about one block until they
were in front of bar and
brothel owner Ella
Blackwell’s Shooting Gallery
Saloon. There, facing one
another, Courtright said
something in reference to
Short’s gun, apparently to
give the impression that the
inevitable gunfight was in
self-defense. Short stated he
was not armed, although he
was. Short then indicated
that Courtright could check
for himself, and walking
toward Courtright, he
opened his vest. When he did
so, Courtright said loudly,
“Don’t you pull a gun on
me!” and quickly drew his
pistol.

However, Courtright’s
pistol hung on his watch-
chain for a brief second, at
which time Short pulled his
pistol and fired one shot.
The bullet tore off
Courtright’s right thumb,
rendering him incapable of
f iring his single-action
revolver. As he tried to
switch the pistol to his left
hand, Short fired at least
four more times, killing him
.

Short was placed on
trial for the shooting, but it
was ruled justif ied self
defense, and that was the

Short-Courtright Duel
end of it. The gunfight would
become famous, due to the
notoriety of both men as
gunmen, and is what both

men would become best
known for. Unfortunately
for Courtright, that fame was
posthumous

Short continued his life
as a gambler, investing in
other saloon interests, and
traveling to several other
cattle towns over the next
f ive years. He died
peacefully in bed in Geuda
Springs, Kansas, on
September 8, 1893. The
cause of his death was listed
as dropsy, the 19th century
term for congestive heart
failure.

July 4, 1885
In Salt Lake City, Mormons
protest U. S. government
policies against them,
specif ically over the
polygamy issue, by f lying
flags at half-mast.

July 21, 1885
Cornerstone laying
ceremonies for the Cheyenne
African Methodist
Episcopal Church are held in
Wyoming.

July 22, 1885
The author Owen Wister
sleeps on the counter of a
general store in Medicine

Bow, Wyoming. The 25-
year-old Philadelphian is on
a trip to the West that was
recommended by  h is
doctor. Soon, he will visit
the  T T T Ranch near
Kaycee, Wyoming, where
he will take extensive notes
for his novel, The Virginian
(1902).

July 26, 1885
Cherry Creek f loods in
Denver.

July 28, 1885
Capta in  Wir t  Davis
reports two Indians slain
by soldiers in the Sierra

Madres of Sonora, Mexico.

Also in July 1885
Following a revolt in
western Canada, rebels
from a half-breed people
known as the Metis take
refuge near Helena,
Montana. With them is the
buffalo hunter Gabriel
Dumont, who will achieve
fame as a sharpshooter with
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West.

On July 23, 1885, former
president Ulysses S. Grant
dies from throat cancer in
Mount McGregor, Saratoga
County, New York.
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2-4pm  Mon-Fri
$1.25 Well, Wine & Draft!

Mid-Day Madness!No Limit Texas Hold ‘Em
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed 7pm & 10pm

Sat 2.:30pm

BEER PONG CONTEST

1¢ DRAFTS
Thursday & Friday  8:30pm to 11:00pm

THURSDAY LADIES NIGHT
$1.25 Well, Wine & Draft

NASCAR
The Place to Watch

Wednesday Nights

We Now Have BUZZTIME
TRIVIA & POKER

2010-2011 TOURS:

AUGUST 18-20

Laughlin
2 Nights Edgewater Hotel-
1 Buffet-Funbook  $69pp

dbl

SEPT 28-30

Laughlin
2 Nights Edgewater Hotel-1
Buffet-Funbook   $69pp dbl

OCTOBER 27

Algodones
Pharmacies, Dentists,

Shopping   $45 pp

NOVEMBER 17

Algodones
Pharmacies, Dentists,

Shopping   $45 pp

DECEMBER 30-JAN 2

Rose Parade
2 Breakfasts, 2 Dinners,
Float Viewing, Reserved

Seats $499 pp dbl

FEB 27-MAR 5, 2011

San Antonio
6 Nights, 10 Meals, Alamo,
Riverwalk Cruise, Tour of
LBJ Ranch $695 pp dbl

MARCH 8-10, 2011

Palm Springs
2 Nights, 3 Meals, Follies,
Valley Tour, Wind Farm Tour

$389 pp dbl

APRIL 11-15, 2011

New York City
4 Nights, 4 Meals,

2 Broadway Shows, City Tour
$2399 pp dbl (Includes air)

OCTOBER 20-29

American Heritage Tour
9 Nights, 16 Meals, Extensive Sightseeing

$1999 pp dbl (Air included)

480-986-1760
11111 E. Apache Trail
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or Towable RV
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