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Sad Story
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In 1893, Congress
repealed the Sherman Silver
Act, which had authorized the
purchase of silver bullion and
its coinage into dollars. The
price of silver crashed,
and during the ensuing
four-year depression the
Tabor fortune slipped
away. Tabor died in
1899, after a brief stint
as Denver’s postmaster.

Baby Doe moved
daughters Silver, age
nine, and Lilly, age 13,
back to Leadville to
honor Tabor’s f inal
request to “hang on to
the Matchless.” Lilly
hated the mining life,
eventually departing to
live with relatives and
marrying a successful
Wisconsin businessman.
Silver stayed, becoming
a source first of great
pride, then of confusion
and heartache for her
mother.

By the summer of
1908, she was a long-
stemmed beauty, with flowing
auburn hair, deep blue eyes,
and a curvaceous figure. One
day that summer she caught a
glimpse of President

Theodore Roosevelt, who was
visiting Denver, and that night
she penned a song destined,
in her mind, for greatness:
“Our President Roosevelt’s
Colorado Hunt.” Baby Doe
had the tune published with
help from a Denver musician,
but it went nowhere.

Whispers of an affair
between Silver and a livery
stable owner spread around
town, and Baby Doe was
shocked. On Easter weekend

in 1910, Silver returned from
a Sunday evening party at
eight o’clock Monday morning
drunk. Affairs with a saloon
keeper and a clerk followed.

Roosevelt visited
Denver again in 1910, and
Silver was photographed
singing her tribute song to

him. After the
newspaper exposure, she
thought, a literary career
in Denver would follow.
She spent the next six
months writing for The
Denver Times, covering
society funerals and
stretching her $12
weekly salary by dining
with a different reporter
every evening.

Silver’s next attempt
at literary fame was in
Chicago. In an interview
with a Chicago Press Club
member she announced
her arrival, describing
herself as a smug, flip
heiress “longing for the
mining camps.” Holed up
in a tenderloin flat, she
produced a plodding
romantic novel, Star of
Blood. Meanwhile, Baby
Doe, still hanging on to the

Matchless, lived in hope that
Silver would restore the family’s
pride. Paying to have the
hopeless volume published
seemed a logical way to hasten
the return of good times.

The book sold only as a
curiosity. It was followed by a
series of failed attempts at
stardom that included work
with a Colorado Springs film
company, a touring musical
show, and her own Denver
weekly tabloid. After these
failures, she announced that
she was ready for a Chicago
convent. Baby Doe was
ecstatic, unable to see that her
fragile daughter, “the leaf in
the storm,” was sliding fast.

The fantasies needed
more and more help. The
convent was only a story:
Silver’s existence depended on
opium, cocaine, and alcohol.
She ran with failed Bohemians
and shimmied for Chicago
gangsters, performing a
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